
                 

                                            

June 19, 2009

Dear Pastor, 

     Greetings and blessings in the name of our Lord and Savior 

Jesus Christ!

       In today’s church, God is raising up leaders of all ages to go 

forth and fulfill the Great Commission.  For many of these 

leaders,  traditional Bible Colleges are not feasible due to 

financial,family and work situations.  With this in mind, we are 

launching  “Vision School of Ministry” - a non-traditional 

approach to equipping leaders to become ministers. 

     The school will include studies of Bible, doctrine, and church 

leadership, but will also provide mentoring with  pastors and 

Christian leaders while working hands-on in an intern style 

program of ministry.  Many conferences, special speakers and 

mission ventures will also be included in the school of ministry 

program.  Students will also have opportunities to serve in many 

ministries according to their specialized areas of interest. There 

will be two options available: full time student - 3 days a week (Tues - Thurs. - 8:30 am-

12:30 pm)  or night extension classes - Tues. 6:30 - 9 pm.  

     I am sending brochures, posters, bulletin inserts and application forms to make available to

your congregation .   If you or anyone of your fellowship should have need of more 

information, they can call the Vision School of  Ministry office at 570-489-4961 at ext.225 . 

Representatives of the school are also available to come and personally share with you or your 

congregation more detailed information .  You and any church leaders as well as potential 

students  are welcome to attend the Vision School of Ministry Open House on Aug. 8, 2009 

from 10 am - 2 pm.   We look forward to seeing you there.

      My prayer is that the Lord’s blessing will rest on your ministry as you continue to proclaim 

the gospel to your area.  May the Spirit’s anointing rest on your church in the fullness of 

power and glory.

                

        Sharing God’s vision with you,

        Pastor Terry Drost

        Peckville Assembly of God

                            

FALL / SPRING SEMESTER COURSE DESCRIPTION
Synoptic Gospels: The Life and Teachings of Christ (5 CEUs) 
A study of the life and teachings of Christ based on Matthew, Mark, and Luke. After a brief introduction to the world into which Jesus 
was born, it provides a chronological study of His life. Emphasis is given to the context of His teachings and miracles. The content is 
arranged to help students apply the principles of the study to their own lives and to use them in their preaching and teaching. 

Acts: The Holy Spirit at Work in Believers (5 CEUs) 
A thorough study of the content, purposes, principles, and applications of Acts. The course emphasizes the role of the Holy Spirit in 
the early church and today’s ministries. Attention is given to the geographical, numerical, cultural, and theological growth of the 
church from Jerusalem to Rome. The journeys of Paul are examined as the background for his epistles.
 
Prison Epistles: Colossians, Philemon, Ephesians, and Philippians (5 CEUs) 
A practical study of the principles Paul wrote to the churches during his imprisonment. The concepts are presented in language that is 
easy to understand with explanations, illustrations, and applications that make the concepts helpful to students in both their personal 
lives and ministries.

Introduction to Hermeneutics: How to Interpret the Bible (5 CEUs) 
An introductory course on the principles for interpreting Scripture. It summarizes the need for hermeneutical principles and explores 
the qualifications, tools, and goals of a biblical interpreter. This is followed by a historical survey of hermeneutics from early Jewish 
interpreters to the present. The course includes a unit on the general and specific principles for interpreting the Bible, a unit on genres, 
and a unit on applying the principles for preparing messages.  Students develop their skills by practicing the principles in exercises 
that are provided. 

Introduction to Pentecostal Doctrine (5 CEUs) 
An examination of the four cardinal doctrines of the Assemblies of God: Salvation, Baptism in the Holy Spirit, Healing, and the Sec-
ond Coming of Christ. After an introductory unit on the importance of doctrine, there is a unit of study on each of the doctrines. This 
course is essential to the further understanding of the complete Pentecostal message as presented in other courses. 

Assemblies of God History, Missions, and Governance - Polity (5 CEUs) 
A study of the historical development of the Assemblies of God, the history of the missions movement in the Assemblies of God, and 
the governance of the Fellowship. Attention is given to the General Council Constitution and Bylaws in relation to credentialed minis-
ters, local churches, and district councils. 

Beginning Ministerial Internship / Mentoring(6 CEUs) 
The first of three internships to be developed for the Ministerial Studies Diploma. Each internship will require the student to work with 
a local pastor to gain hands-on experience in various ministry activities. This course discusses the importance of a good attitude in 
ministry as well as many of the functions of ministry such as weddings and funerals. It also emphasizes servant leadership and the 
minister’s devotional life. It looks at temperament theory and its relevance to human relations. This course examines relationships and 
ethics in view of the minister’s personal growth, ministry challenges, people in the community, and other ministers.

 Evangelism (5 CEUs) 
 After a foundational, biblical theology of the Great Commission and the Holy Spirit’s role in evangelism, this course proposes a 
comprehensive and integrated approach to evangelism that avoids over-compartmentalizing evangelism and discipleship. It focuses on 
a variety of evangelism methods and pastoral leadership in evangelism. The largest portion of the course is devoted to the evangelistic 
responsibility of all believers and practical biblical instruction concerning effective personal evangelism.  

Expository Preaching / Writing Sermons that Connect(5 CEUs) 
The purpose of this course is to help preachers present life- changing messages that connect with the world around them. 
The course will focus on presenting messages that are true, clear, interesting, and relevant. Students will be challenged 
to present messages that are true to the intent and power of Scripture. 


